PAUL TURNS KNIGHTS INTO DAZE

If only we had all been able to say the same as Paul Woodhouse on returning to
the Berkhamsted Knights clubhouse having suffered a 5-3 defeat.

“Best I've ever played,” declared 14-handicapper Paul after recording a gross
eight over par 79 (nett 63!!!) alongside Michael Tryphonides in glorious morning
sunshine. It included a tee shot on the 157-yard sixth which won him a
nearest-the-pin prize, but it was his birdie on the 17", coupled with Michael’s par
on the previous hole, which set them up for a two-up victory.

There were last-hole wins too for first Keith Embleton and Mark Garrod and then
Keith Thomas and David Benaim. After standing two-up at the turn Keith and
Mark were twice hauled back to level, but their opponents were both forced to
take penalty drops from gorse at the last and Mark’s par four got the job done.
That had nothing, though, on what David and our other Keith achieved. Two down
with three to play, they won them all with David’s delicate two-putt down the slope
on the final green deciding the issue.

Another point might have seemed on the cards when captain Richard Stell and
match organiser Roger Moore marched into a three-hole lead on their outward
half, but sadly it was not to be and they ended up losing on the last, as did
Richard Pacey and Mike Bishop despite some fine putting by Mike during the
match.



The other three games also went Berko’s way. Alan Sallis and Donald Galbraith
took their game to the 17" before having to shake hands, but Antony Manzi and
Mitchell Walters did not get further than the 14™ and nor did Tony Blackhurst and
Jim McBride.

Everyone was agreed that the decision to switch the fixture from home to away
was inspired. While Old Fold’s mud still had the 11" and 12™" holes closed for play,
this gem of a course was in superb condition. It has already been agreed to keep
our two games this way round in future years.

We will instead host our good friends from Berkhamsted on Monday May 23.



